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   August  2019  

 Gold Wing Road Riders Association  

Monthly Chapter  

Gathering  

1st Saturday  

of the month  

Eat at 8am  

 Meeting at 9am  

 

 

 

 

4705 US Hwy  98N  

Lakeland, Florida 

Chapter Directors  

Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg  

(607) 427 -8777  

Gwrra.ed.dottie@gmail.com  

2019 Couple of the Year  

  Jim & Alice Bontrager  

August  Events  

Gathering       Aug   3rd  

Tapatioôs                  Aug   7th 

Flight Line Café       Aug  10th  

End Zone       Aug  13th  

Country Angels      Aug  17th  

Team Meeting      Aug  19th  

Dairy Queen      Aug  22nd 

Schalamar       Aug  24th  

Smokin Joeôs     Aug  29th  

Red Wings       Aug  31st  2017 Florida District  

Chapter of the Year  

  

National President           Presidential Assistant                  Florida District  Directors  

   Anita Alkire                   Bob Shrader            Bill & Cheryl  Smith  

 

Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge  

Rick & Madalena Buck  

Assistant District Directors  

District Contact for the Fireballs  

 

District Ride - In  

Sunrise to Sunset Ride  

October 26th  

See page 8 for details  

WWW.lakelandfireballs.org  
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The Chapter has had a 

pretty interesting month 

as I write this article part 

way thru July. We had 

over 60 people show up 

for our Wanderer Grab at 

Fun Bike Center. BTW ð

That number did not in-

clude our Chapter mem-

bers!!! It was WAY better 

attended than we anti -

cipated ðThank You to all 

who showed up.  

We have had our usual 

Meet and Eats and Satur-

day AM breakfast rides 

which have been well  at-

tended. With heat indexes 

north of 100 and the nu-

merous afternoon rains it 

makes for some challeng-

es for those riding.  

I am happy to report that 

most of the ñWalking 

Woundedò are getting 

better and some are al-

ready back riding. We did 

add another wounded 

member as Sandy Kelley 

broke her leg but in true 

Sandy spirit ðIt did not 

slow her down much LOL!  

Today, during one of the 

hottest days of the sum-

mer, the ladies com-

menced planning our holi-

day party. It sure seems 

early but we have so many 

things happening especially 

during our ñfall/winterò 

season that we need to 

start planning early.  

Several Team members 

are back or will be back 

from vacations shortly but 

Dottie and I will be leaving 

for our ñout West tripò 

right after the August 

Gathering. Our two ACD 

couples will be taking care 

of things while we are gone 

with the able assistance of 

the rest of the Chapter 

Team. We can always be 

reached via the phone or 

email but I am sure the 

Chapter is in good hands.  

We will be coming back 

around the time that most 

of our Snowbirds return 

and I am sure we all will 

have some great stories to 

tell.  

Stay hydrated and Safe for 

the rest of the summer.  
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 Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg  

Chapter Director  

 In the Good Old Summertime .  

 Lyrics by Ron Shield  

"There's a time each year 

that we always hold dear,  
Good old summer time;  

With the birds and the trees' 

and sweet scented breezes,  

Good old summer time,  

When you day's work is 
over, then you are in  

clover,  

 

And life is one beautiful 
rhyme,  

 

No trouble annoying, each 

one is enjoying,  
 

The good old summer time."  
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  Jim & Alice Bontrager  

Membership Enhancement  

August Trivia  

August was named in honor of 

Augustus Caesar. It has 31 

days because Augustus wanted 

as many days as Julius 

Caesar's month of July had*. 

Previously names Sextilis in 

Latin, it was the sixth month of 

the Roman calendar.  

 

*They took that extra day from 

February.  

 

 

 

"If the first week in August is 

unusually warm,  

the coming Winter will be 

snowy and long."  

-  unknown  

 

 

THE LOVE OF MOTORCYCLING  

Our love of motorcycling 

is hardly unique, taking 

into consideration of the 

many numbers of Gold-

wing members and non -

members riders.  The 

love of touring on a 

Goldwing is very much 

shared by others. It 

does not matter who 

makes your motorcycle, 

the love of riding is the 

same.   

 

Knowledge is the power 

in a recurring theme 

throughout GWRRA and 

one of the core values, 

but it is not the most 

important of them; that 

would be Friendship.  

Our Motto is ñFriends for 

Fun, Safety, and Know -

ledgeò, that is the rea-

son for the Motto in hat 

order.  There you have 

it six little words that 

convey the essence of 

our organization and the 

reason GWRRA exists.   

So being a member 

means volunteering,  

going on Chapter rides,  

going to the business 

meetings, attending 

Chapter Gathering and 

other activities planned 

by the Chapter keeps a 

member active and in-

volved.   

In other words, making 

the ñFUNò happen within 

the Chapter.  Thus, mak-

ing ours an exciting 

Chapter.  Remember to 

always mingle among all 

members and guests that 

are attending an event.   

 

It is now time to  

ñRIDEò safe and always 

have ñFunò. 



I had the opportunity to 

read Ray Vegaôs newsletter 

article, just before I started 

to write mine, and I appre-

ciate how he has put what 

I have been saying in part 

over the last sixteen 

Months or so, all in one  

dissertation. Puts it all in a 
nut shell for sure. If you 

havenôt read Rayôs article I 

encourage you to read it 

and read it again!  

 

Folks , we are here to help 

you in any way we can! All 

you need to do is but ask!  

Here we are near the end 

of July and I have nearly 

24k tickets already out. 

That is wonderful!! When 
your chapter is ready for 

more please let me know 

and Iôll get them to you. 

 

On July 10th, Pam and I 

had the honor to attend 

the Memorial service for 

the previous Chapter Direc-

tor of FL1 -T, Inverness, 

Garland Jeffers.  

 

Other than some minor  

office work, we have been  
limited as to what we have  

been able to do in GWRRA 

for the past several weeks. 

Pam and I will be in and 

out of service doing some 

extracurricular work that 

will be keeping us tied up 

at times. We will be availa-

ble by phone, but may not 

be readily available online. 

This should only last 

through August. I will still 

be available to coordinate  

my regular GW activities. 

BTW, if you hear any ru-

mors about us and they 

didnôt come from the 

Northropôs please disre-
gard them.   

 

This is still summer, donôt 

forget the HEAT, so donôt 

forget to HYDRATE, HY-

DRATE, HYDRATE and re-

member toé 

 

 

Ride Safe, Ride Aware!  

 

Our Motto...  
 

"Safety is for Life"  

 

Our Mission...  

 

"To Save Lives Through  

Quality, World Class Edu-

cation.ò 
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August Is  

Admit You Are Happy Month  

American Adventures Month  

Audio Appreciation Month  

Black Business Month  

Cataract Awareness Month  

Catfish Month  

Children's Eye Health and 

Safety Month  

Children's Vision and Learning 

Month  

National Eye Exam Month  

Family Fun Month  

Get Ready for Kindergarten 

Month  

Goat Cheese Month  

Happiness Happens Month  

Immunization Awareness 

Month  

National Back to School Month  

Neurosurgery Outreach Month  

Panini Month  

Peach Month  

National Picnic Month  

Psoriasis Awareness Month  

Romance Awareness Month  

Sandwich Month  

Spinal Muscular Atrophy 

Awareness Month  

Water Quality Month  

What Will Be Your Legacy 

Month  

Win with Civility Month !  

 Rick & Pam Northrop  

Rider Education  



Greetings Fireballs from your chapter 

Ride Coordinator.  Please note the 

shorter rides planned for August. Cars 

welcome. Meet at the Departure loca-

tion and not at the destination as it 

may change due to weather. Weather 

permitting, we may take a short ride 

after breakfast.  

August 10 ð 7:30 AM departure from 

MC 92 (McDonaldôs parking lot Hwy 92 

& Combee Rd.)  Breakfast ride to Flight 

Line Café, Winter Haven Airport.  

August 17 ð 7:30 AM departure from 

RaceTrac Gas (US 98 No. & Marcum 

Rd.). Breakfast ride to Country Angels, 

Polk City.  **Please Note:  This ride 

may change. Watch the Happenings 

email for more information.  

August 24 ð 7:30 AM departure from 

MC 92 (McDonaldôs parking lot Hwy 92 

& Combee Rd.). Breakfast ride to Shal-

am ar  Cr eek  Clu b  Hou se Rest au r an t , 

Lakeland.  

August 31 ð 7:30 AM departure from 

RaceTrac Gas (US 98 No. & Marcum 

Rd.). Breakfast ride to Red Wing Res-

taurant, Groveland.   

Please check the Fireball calendar and 

watch for the weekly ñHappeningsò 

emails with more information for each 

destination. And more to come in Sep-

tember!  

 

Letôs Ride! 

Leo Soucy  
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Ride Coordinator  

August 2019 Riding Adventures:  

GWRRA Anniversary  

Congratulations to  

 

Bill Berry  2001  

Jim & Alice Bontrager  2009  

Michael Grimes   Aug  2nd  

Ron Meunier   Aug  3rd  

Rosemary Grimes   Aug  5th  

Rita Willis    Aug 20th  

Sandy Kelly    Aug 26th  

Jeff Goldblatt   Aug 30th  

 

Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg    Aug28th  
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